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ORIGINAL. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTER NO. 1. 
To Elder Joseen Bavorr, of Mendon, Mon- 


roe, co. N. Y. 





Sir—I offer no apology for the liberty as- 
sumed in addressing you in this publick man- 
ner, as the matters I shall bring under notice 
were conducted publickly. It is noton ac- 
count of any importance which 1 attach to 
your person or character, your erudition or 
your talents, that I notice this subject—no ; 
were there no other inducement your name 
might repose in the unvisited shades of for- 
getfulness. But I am prompted by the appar- 
ent consequence which some individuals at- 
tach to your performance on the 27th ult. at 
the Union Meeting House, in this town. I 
was not preseut onthe occasion, nor do I care 
tu inquire, at present, into the particular argu- 
ments employed by you at that time. if I 
have been correctly informed, some time pre- 
vious, you gave notice, that on the day above 
mentioned, you would give three reasuns, why 
you were not an Universalist. It is with these 
reasons only, with which, at present, I have 
any concern, In due time, I shall notice the 
fext you assumed on that occasion. If my 
informant was not mistaken, ycur reasons were 
the following : 

“Ist. Universalism is repugnant 
sound principles of reasoning. 

“2d. It is contrary tu the word of God. 

“ 3d. It produces no revivals of religion, 
and, moreover they are spoken against by the 
order,” 

I have given your reasons, with the excep- 
tion of one ath under the sanction of my in- 
formant. Before you can be prepared to pro- 
nounce the belief of Universalists “ repugnant 
to the sound principles of reasoning,” you 

“should know what the sentiment is, and state 
it fairly and impartially, that the auditors may 
“4 jpdge what is, and what is not, reasonable. 
=) But, perhaps, you understood the system of 
tripe you undertook to refute. If you did, 
much the greater is your culpability. But, 
t the publick may know what you have call- 


ved “ Src t to the sound principles of rea- 
“soning,” I will here give a brief statement of 


to. the 


7) our sentiments. 


» Jst. We believe in one God, “ gracious and 





merciful,” infinite in every holy attribute, and 
possessing every possible perfection, the Fath- 
er of our Lord Jesus Christ, and “of the 
spirits of all flesh.’ 

2d. We believe in the Messivh, the anointed 
of God,“ the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himselfa ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.” And, that, for his obedience “ God 
has highly exalted him, and given him a naine 
which is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, of those in earth, and those under the 
earth, and thatevery tongue should confess, 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” 

3d. We believe, that God, our Creator, has 
made us accountable beings, and, that we all} 
shall be punished according to our sins, and re- 
warded according to our virtues, 

4th. We believe, that, as we are accounta- 
ble for our conduct, in proportion to our know!l- 
edye of right and wrong, it is our duty to ** ccase 
to do evil and learn to do well.” 

5th, We believe, that the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments contain a revelation 
of the will and purposes of God, and of the 
duty, interest and final destiny of all men; and 
that their excellent instructions“ are able to 
make us wise unto salvation through faith ia 
Christ Jesus.” 

6th. We. believe, that no one can be happy, 
here or hereafter, without holiness ; and that 
we shell be saved from sin and every pollution, 

7th. We believe, that no one can attain to 
future life by bis own works, but only by 
the power of the resurrection ; without which, 
we believe the most exalted saint on earth is 
unfit for heaven—That then, our vile bodies 
shall be changed, and fashioned like the glori- 
ous body of Christ, “ according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things 
unto himself,” 

I shall not bere undertake a vindication of 
the foregoing expression of our belief, from 
scripture, as this is allied to your second propo- 
sition. My inquiry here shall be, is it “ repug- 
nant to the sound principles of reasoning ?”-— 
But here you may assume to be the sole judge 
of what constitutes “the principles of sound 
reasoning.” 1 should like to see a specimen, 

You will allow I presume, that to reason 
soundly means no more in this case, than “ to 
argue rationally, to deduce consequences just- 
ly trom premises.” And admitting the prem- 
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ses just that our heavenly Father is infinitely 
wise powerful and good, isit “deducing con- 
sequences justly from premises” to say that he 
has any where conferred an existence which 
shall be a perpetual curse to the possessor 1--- 
that a gift from God should be the means of 
perpetuating wretchedness? You may say, 
you no more believe, that God perpetuates 
pain than I do. But “the sound principles of 
reasoning” will not afford you a shelter in this 
case. For ifGod has given men an agency, 
and that agency and the abuse ofit (for he could 
not have abused it had he not received it) con- 
stitute the approximate cause of ceaseless wo, 
then God, the giver of such agency; on * the 
sound principles of reasoning,’ must be the o- 
riginal, remote or moving cause. And I con- 
sider it, not only unreasonable, but impious, 
nay blasphemous, to tax the Almighty, who 
commends his love to sinners with the horrid 
deed! Look at this subject, Mr. Badger, if 
possible, with eyes unjaundiced by prejudices. 
What a shade it casts over the amiable and in- 
viting character of our Father in heaven !— 
What gloom and horrour fill the mind under 
this impression ! What anguish fills every phi- 
lanthropick breast that heaves a sigh for the 
fate of irrecoverably ruined man! What ar- 
dour in every sainted mind of every order of | 
christians, that holiness and happiness may 
universally prevail ! and how like the disposi- 
tion of heaven, where there is joy at the repen- 
tance of a sinner! Will the character of the 
heavenly hosts be so changed as to fit them to +e- 
joice at the anprnitencs and woofman? The 
thought is too horrid ! 

From the creation to the daysof our Lord, 
comparatively, few of mankind had any just 
traces of the Divine character, because they 
were destitute of.the means of such informa- 
tion, Hence by. far the greater part of man- 
kind have died in ignorance, and without hope. 
But would it be according to “the principles 
of sound reasoning,” considering the goodness 
of Almighty God, to conclude, that those mill- 
ions of untaught children will be consigned to | 
unceasing anguish, purely on account of their 
misfortunes of which they could have been the 
authors ? and shall they never arrive to a 
knowledge of the truth?’ Should you be dis- 
pased to countenance the reasonable. doctrine 
of Christ, that the requirements of God are ac- 
cording to that which we have, and not ac- 
cording to that which we have not, admitting 
thatuman-qwes-made for happiness, it will follow 
on “ the principles af sound reasoning,” that 
such will enjoy it. 

Again ; from the introduction of the Gospel 
to the present time, I think we may safely cal- 
eulate, that a vast majority of our race have 
died without a knowledge of, or belief in, the 
truth. Iam aware, that, here, the unguarded 
reflection may be, those, who have spent their 
duys in apparent under the gospel dispensa- 
tion, will have no excuse,as they had salvation | 
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they may never hope for saloation. What a 
pity, that the gospel was ever preached to them! 
For if ithad not been, they would have been 
saved too! ! And, in short all mankind would 
have been saved had there been no knowledge 
of God !! no gospel!!! You may predicate 
your darling theory on the strength of any prop- 
osition you please, and it will fall as far short 
of “the sound principles of reasoning,” as time 
falls below clernity ! You are welcome to all 
the comfort and merit arising from the reflec- 
tion, that the knowledge of God is a trap for 
mankind, and, the introduction of the gospel 
an excuse to damn thein. And if suitable to 
the greatness of your mind, you may call it 
“ the sound principles of reasoning ! 


W. I. REESE. 
West-Mendon, June 19, 1827. 





GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Atthe meeting of the “ General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian church” at Philadelphia, 
last year a vote was passed that the body would 
in future abstain from publishing their annual 
“ narrative of the state of religion, within the 
bounds, &e.” This resolution, [doubt not, was 
proposed by some one whose prudence had been 
awakened by the repeated faisehoods detected 
in those dockuments. Be that as it may the 
vote was rescinded, at the convocation of that 
body in May last, which has enabled us once 
more to behold the name of our quandam friend 
Ezra Stiles, Ely appended, as “ stated clerk,” 
to one of the old fashioned narratives. The 
“ narrative” states that mails are still opened, 
stages and steam-bvats run, and men still tray- 
el on the “ Holy day” which they look upon 
as truly awful. Under the head of gambling 
the * General Assembly” include lotieries, and 
they roundly abuse Legislaturers for granting 
them. ‘ Within the bounds,” too, they say 
they “ hear of the industrious efforts of heve- 
tical teachers, to propagate their pernicious 
tenets.” All those are set forth as so many 
causes of trouble to the Assembly, but they du 
not state to us what they think of doing upon 
the subject. Indeed there is nothing they can 
do, except whine, as they always have donc ; 
for if they essay to do more they will be sim- 
ply told it is not their province to dictate to 
Legislatures, or mail contractors, or travellers, 
or the owners of stages or steam or canal boats. 
We may, probably, soon see a vote from this 


“august body of Calvinism distilled,’ rec- 


ommending to the Most High a suspension 
It would not 
bea whit more blasphemous to God, or insult- 
ing to common sense than many things they hay 
done. But these same industrious teachers @ 
heresy, who are they, and why are they not 
looked after? Thisis a far more tangible mat- 
ter than aulempting to suspend animal functions 
upon a given day. Alas! the Assembly has 
not even given them a “ local habitation, or 2 
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name.” How excessively modesi this Assem- 
bly grows of late years! Formerly they could 
denounce from single individuals to whole 
churches and communities, of such as did not 
please them ; but now, how respectful! they 
will not even point out the location of the ob- 
jects of their displeasure. The Calvinists, in 
this respect, resemble the Hindoos. They 
worship what is called the Devil, through fear, 
in hopes to pass with impunity ; and the Cal- 
vinists are often willing to be civil, even to a 
Universalist, if they can thus escape exposure. 
They dare not meet us in the field of argument, 
so they hide in some obscure corner and then 
amuse themselves in calling us teachers of 
evil, 

There is one feature of this “ narrative” to 
which I wish to call the attention of E. 8S. Ely. 
It is stated that all these evils which I have 
enumerated are practised upon Sunday,and that 
they are very wicked ; and farther, in addition, 
the very churches of Calvin are stated to be 
lukewarm, in the northern, southern, middle 
and western points of the Calvinistick compass ; 
notwithstanding all which, “ indications of the 
progressive triumphs of Divine truth and grace 
[Calvinism is here meant] are strong and pal- 
pable.”” How is all this, friend Ely? Isita 
fact of your own confessing, that Calvinism 
does beget evils, in the world? The old cry, 
“want of ministers,” is again repeated, for, 
perhaps, the thousandth time, in this narrative, 
while ** whole churches,” are said to be dis- 
sulved for the want of them, in various places. 
Now in this matter there must bea lie sume 
where, and it must rest between the “ General 
Assembly” on the one part, and a Mr. Sabine, 
a Presbyterian Priest, at Boston, upon the 
other. The Assembly, states that ministers are 
wanted, and requests people to pray that they 
may be multiplied ; while Mr. Sabine, a man 
of their own faith and kidney says, in a sermon 
which he lately published, that there are a great 
many unemployed ministers of the gospel in 
Boston, who have lost none of their usefulness, 
seeking a morsel of bread by keeping school 
or writing for the papers. For the paper he 
should have said, as the Boston Recorder, I 
believe isthe only Boston paper in which the 
labours of such men are wanted. This state- 
ment of Mr. Sabine’s is well known, by thou- 
sands, to be correct so far as it regards priests 
of Calvin unemployed, and the falsehood, 
therefore, falls upon the General Assembly, 
who, aware that Calvinism 1s on the decline, 
are very anxious to excuse the matter, which 
y attempt to do by drawing down the cor- 
oftheir mouths over this foolish statement. 
t after Priest, of the Calvinistick faith is 
turned adrift from his pulpit by the people who 
have no longer’ any occasion for his absurd 
dogmas, and these are scattered abroad, one 
begging for the Auburn Theological Seminary, 
and one for this purpose, and one for that, 
shifting and turning every way to live, without 














labour, wiule the constant cry is kept up that 
more preachers of Calvinism are wanted. It 
is highly satisfactory to the friends of truth and 
sense, to see the advocates of nonsensical er- 
rour driven to such paltry shifts—it shows that 
their day draweth nigh. 

The following passage, which I extract from 
the “ narrative” is worthy of notice, : 


“The past year has been emphatically a 
year of revivals, 'To enumerate all the towns 
and congregations on which Giod has poured 
out his Holy Spirit, would swell our report be- 
yond its assigned limits. Suffice it to say, that 
upwards of twenty Presbyteries have partici- 
pated; in a greater or less degree, in the re- 
freshing showers with which God has been wa- 
tering his church. Within the bounds of the 
Synod of Genesee, we may mention the P res- 
byteries of Rochester and Buffalo.” 

This relates to‘ revivals, the past year ob- 
serve. Now where isthe revival in the Presby- 
tery of Buffalo to be located? In the village 
of Buffalo which has been head quarters of 
Calvinism in this region, the Calvinistick 
church has constantly sunk in publick opinion 
for more than four years, and in none of those 
years more than in the last. This the Assem- 
bly had the means of knowing, I think, since 
one of their own body was Mr. G, Crawford, 
the only man who pretends to preach that hor- 
rid doctrine here, in its purity. As for the 
“region round about,” I know of no place 
where Calvinism is gaining, or doing better 
than it is here, where from present prospects, it 
will not be known, many years. [n this re- 
gion, four years ago there was not one Univer- 
salist where there are now fifty, and hundreds 
are inquiring to know the truth, in places wheré 
a few years since, Calvinism reigned trium- 
phant in all the gloomy habiliments of death 
and despair. Such are the prospects of Cal- 
vinism in this region, where the Assembly claim 
to have an increasing force. If the rést of 
the narrative is as wide of fact as this state- 
ment, there should certainly be something done 
to produce a reform—not “ revival” —a 
the penmen of the General Assembly, -who- 
ever they may be. But it is of a piece with 
the rest of Calvinistick management. It is an 
up hill battle which the votaries of that faith 
have to fight, and while they close their eyes 
aud ears to the evidences which prove their 
faith false, they seize every occasion to excuse 
the retrograde motion which they feel they 
are making in the scale of intelligence among 
mankind. 2 

“Take especial care that thou delight not 
in wine, forthere never was any. mah thaf came 
to honor or preferment that loved it; for it 
transformeth man into a beast, decayeth he: 
poisoneth the breath, destroyeth natural heat, 
deformeth the face, rotteth the teeth;and to 


‘ gonclude, maketh a man. contemptible, soon 


Serge 
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old, and despised of all wise and worthy men, 

ated in thy servants, in thyself and compan- 
ions ; for it is a bewitching and infectious vice. 
And, remember my words, that it were better 
for a man to be subject to any vice than to it ; 
for all other vanities and ‘sins are recovered, 
but a drunkard will never shake off the delight 
of beasiliness ; for the longer it possesseth a 


map, the more he shall be subject to it; for it ' 


dulleth the spirits, and destroyeth the body, as 
ivy doth the old tree, or as the worm that en- 
gendereth in the kernel of the nut.” 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


’ 





‘( EARNESTLY CONTEND FORTHE EAITH.’ 


IMPORTANT. 

“Ethas been known to many of our friends in this 
state, that it has long been contemplated to remove 
this paper to the village of Ausurn. Many doubts 
as to the expediency of the measure have arisen, and 
ample time has been devoted to an examination of 
all that can be said for and against it. So far as our 
weak judgement has been able to weigh the subject 
it has long since decided that the removal of the 
establishment is not only expedient, but actually 
necessary. Nor are we alone in this opinion. All 
those among our ministering brethren with whom 
we have consulted, with the exception of those 
whose local feelings are somewhat interested, have 
coincided with us in the opinion above expressed. 
The result, as may have been already anticipated, 








is, the determination to remove the establishment | 


to Auburn. 

As we have often declared that the good of the 
cause of truth has been the first and leading object 
of our pursuit ; and as it will readily occur to the 
understanding of the reader, that this arrangement 
will subject us to no inconsiderable expense and 
trouble (saying nothing of the unpleasant sensations 
to be endured on parting with our friends in this 
place) we feel under obligations of avery serious 
and solemn nature to make kuown our reasons for 
yemioving the Advocate from this place. They are 
the following: 

1. The Advocate has never been conducted with 
a view to promote the cause of truth in any one 
place in preference to another; but the general 
advancement of light, liberty, and good feeling, has 
ever been the object with its conductors. Nor have 
its effects been local. Its influence has been felt 
and acknowledged over a wide extent of country. 

2. Ifany one place is entitled to a preference 
for its location, that section of country which 
affords us the largest number of subscribers. is to 
be preferred as having the strongest claim. In 
this case the decision must be in favour of its re- 
moval, * 

3. The village of Auburn has become the place 
of residence of the respected Gamaliels of ortho- 
doxy—a Getieva, where calvinism is constantly in- 
fused into the minds of ber votaries, who in, their 
turn, go forth into all the earth with the cry of * gre» 
is Diana of the Ephesians,”’ Perhaps we shall lean 


something by being so near a Theological Seminary, 
which may be of service to our readers and tlie 
publick. 

4. The hope that our humble efforts to advance 
the cause of our Redeemer will be more servicea- 
ble there than here, is among the reasons why we 
have concluded to adopt the measure. 

Tothe foregoing might be added many more, 
which time will develope. Ofone thing, however, 
our patrons and friends may be assured, viz. That 


. the good of the cause of truth generally, and not in- 





dividual aggrandizement, is our great and leading 
motive ; and nothing but the full conviction tha! 
the change of location will be for the better, could 
have led to the adoption of the measure, 

It may be proper to remark, that no delay will 
take place inthe publication of the paper; as the 


season to arrive at places west of this within a few 
hours of the time when they have been usually re 
ceived by subscribers. Subscribers in this village 
will for afew weeks to come, during the continu 
ance of the editor in this place, reccive their paper: 
as usual, at their doors. 

Editors of papers with whom we exchange, and 
correspondents, will please direct their papers and 
communications as usual to the Editor ofthe Gos 
pel Advocate, at Buffalo N. Y. unti! further notice 

Buffalo, June 30, 1827. 


POST-OFFICE CONCERNS. 

There seems to have arisen some difficulty in the 
minds of several Post Masters relative to the lega! 
postage of the Gospe] Advocate. The Post Mas 
ter at Elbridge, N. Y. to whose office several sheet> 
of this paper are sent, seems to have misconceived 
of our intention, and also of the instructions of the 
Post Master General. Judging of the matter from 
the letter sent on to him from the General Post Of- 
fice, in reply to his inquiries; and from the previous 
decision of the Post Master General, which follows, 
we conclude there is a misunderstanding between 
Mr. Mather and the Post Master General, as to the 
matter in dispute, 

We claim no deduction from the ordinary post 
age on common newspapers on account of the small- 
ness of our paper; but expect it to be subject to the 
ordinary postage on newspapers unless in cases where 
two papers are forwarded on one shect without being 
cut apart. No matter how smal] our paper is when 
cut apart; if it was but one fourth of alarge sheet 
it would be ratable as a newspaper ; but when two 
papers are printed on one sheet, and sent to subscri- 
bers without being divided, the two being but onc 
printed sheet, should not, we conceive, be charged 
with double postage. If, therefore, Mr, Mather wil 
make the:proper distinction between a single paper 
containing but one half sheet, and a wHOLE SHEET 
CONTAINING TWO PAPERS, we think the difficulty will 
be removed. We have the decision of the P. M. 
Gen. one the subject; and also a copy of his letter 
to Mr. Mather; and for the benefit of all concerned 
we republish the former, and add the latter, 
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TO POST MASTERS. 
In consequence of some Post Masters hav- 
‘ing charged unlawful postage, upon the “ Gospel 
Advocate,” where two numbers were sent on 
one sheet, I have written to the Post Master 
General upon the subject ; and with my com- 
munication I forwarded a sheet containing two 
numbers of the Advocate upon it. This was 
done that there should be left no chance for 
misunderstanding. ‘The following is an ex- 
act copy of the answer of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, to my communication, the original of 
which is in my possession, aud may be scen by 
“any person who is not satisfied with reading 
the copy. 
Post Office Department, ? 
8th July, 1824, S 
Sir—I have received your communication 
and the paper you enclosed. The pdstage 
chargeable on the sheet you enclosed, should 
be for one sheet only, though it contains two 
numbers ofthe ‘ Gospel Advocate.’ Had these 
numbers been separated, postage as for one 
sheet should be charged on each, but as the 
sheet contains both numbers,the postage should 
be only for cne sheet. Post Masters ought 
not to separate the numbers. 
Iam respectfully your obt. servant, 
JOHN McLEAN. 
Mr. Simon Burton, Portland, N. Y¥. 
LETTER TO H, F. MATHERS, ESQ. ELBRIDGE, N. ¥Y. 


Gen. P. O. Department, ; 
March 10, 1827. 
Sie :—Your decision is correct in the case of the 
‘* Advocate.’’ A paper published on so small a sheet 
as that two of them will be but of the size of acom- 
mon newspaper, is still subject to postage as a news- 
paper; and iftwo of them are published on one 
large sheet, they are still two newspapers, and must 
be rated assuch. Yours, respectfully, 
(Signed )JJOHN McLEAN. 
ii. F. Matuep, Esq. P. M. Elbridge, N. Y. 
REMARKS. 
ifthe P. M. Gen. had said that one sheet contain- 
ing ¢wo papers must be charged as two printed sheets 
then indeed we should be constrained to. admit 
that his instructions are contradictory; but it is 
quite obvious that nothing contained in his letter to 


Mr. Mather has a bearing upon his former decision” 


in the letter to Mr. Burton. If, however, any are 
dissatisfied after reading the foregoing, we would 
thank them to forward a whole sheet, containing 
two numbers, to the Gen. P. O. and ask the simple 
question, should this one sheet be charged double post- 
age. 

N: B. We shall forward one sheet containing du- 
plicate numbers to Elbridge, and should be glad 
to hear that the P. M. at that place is satisfied. 

Epiror. 


If men did but know what felicity dwells in 
the cottage of a virtuous poor man—how sound 
~ he sleeps, how quiet his breast, how composed 
his mind, how free from care, how easy his 








provision, how healthtul his morning, how so- 
ber his night, how moist his mouth, how joyful 
his heart—they would never admire the noises 
and the diseases, the throng of passions, and 
the violence of unnatural appetites, that fill the 
houses of the luxurious and the hearts of the 
ambitious.—Jeremy Taylor. 


AN ESSAY ON ELECTION, &C. 
( Continued from page 188.) 
CHAPTER III. 
REASONS FOR REJECTING CALVINISTICK VIEWS 
OF ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 

The views of Election and Reprobation which 
we regret, belong peculiarly to the system of cal- 
vinism.. There are shades of difference in the 
opinions and reasonings of the numerous body of 
christians called Calvinists; but they all agree 
that God hath arbitrarily, or by a mere act of 
his sovereign will, chusen a part of mankind 
to salvation and eternal life; and that he hath 
in the same arbitrary way, cither reprobated, 
or left without remedy, the rest of the human 
race ; and that in consequence of being so left 
or reprabated, they continue in sin, and perish 
everlastingly. The proper Calvinistick doc- 
trine is, that God from all eternity, of his mere 
sovereign will and pleasure, elected a cer- 
tain number of individuals of the human race, 
not on the ground of faith or good works fore- 
seen, nor because there was any thing in them 
to distinguish them from others ; not to the 
enjoyment of outward privileges and advanta- 
ges ; but to be vessels of his mercy, and io in- 
herit eternal life and glory ; that their salya- 
tion is secured in-Christ, aud rendered abso- 
lutely certain by the irreversible decree of God 
in their favour ; in pursuance of which he calls 
them by his irresistible grace, prepares them 
for, and conducts them to glory: that on the 
other hand, the rest of mankind were utterly 
reyected, and by the absolute decree of God 
reprobated, made vessels of wrath, and ap- 
pointed to destruction; that their salvation. 
never was designed, nor any provisions for it 
made. What is called modern Calvinism dif- 
fers not from strict or proper Calvinism, so 
far as itrelates to election ; but it includes 
not the doctrine of reprobation by the abso- 
lute decrees of God. Rejecting thaidocirine, ° 
its advocates assert that the non-clect are re- 
probated for their sin; but they maintain that 
all are born in sin, and continue to sin. in con- 
sequence of the corrupt natuie they derive 
from Adam, from which they cannot be deliv- 
ered without the special grace of God, which 
grace he bestows on none but the elect: con- 
sequently modern Calvinism leaves those who 
are not elected without any sufficient remedy, 
and in as bad a state as the reprobates of the 
strictly Calvinistick system ; their ‘continuing 
in sin, and perishing everlastingly, are as una-~ 
voidable as if absolutely decreed. For the fol- 
lowing reasons, we reject both these views of 
the subject. 
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1. Because they are not found in the Scrip- 
tures.—The sacred writers no where teach, 
that God hath decreed who shall, and who 
shall not, receive the grace which bringeth sal- 
vation ; who shall repent and believe, and who 
shall remain impenitent and unbelieving ; nor 
that he hath chosen to eternal life and glory, 
any, but those who obey him; nor that he 


hath left any of the human race ina remediless | 


state ; much less, that, by placing them under 
an irreversible decree of reprobaiion, he hath 
made them vessels of wrath, and rendered 
their destruction unavoidable, As Calvinis- 
tick views are not found in the scriptures, we 
have no authority for believing them. 

2. Because they are contrary to the Scrip- 
tures.—-The scriptures teach that God is no 
respecter of persons; Calvinism teacher that 
he hath such a peculiar respect to the persons 


of some, as to make them heirs of glory by a | 


mere act of his sovereign will; while others, 
who are equally his creatures, and no more 
anworthy, by a mere sovereign act of his will; 


are rejected and left to perish, while the for- | 


mer teach that he will render to every man 
according to his works, the latter supposes him 
to render to men according to his arbitrary 
choice or rejection of them. While the scrip- 
tures assert that God hath no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner; Calvinism teacheth that, 
from all eternity, he decreed the utter destruc+ 
tion of non-elect sinners ; and hath Jeft them 
in such astatce, as makes their eterm ruin 
inevitable. ‘The former shows that the grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, hath appear- 
ed fo all men ; the latter, that saving grace is 
only for the elect. The one shows that there 
will be tribulation and anguish upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil; but glory, honor, and 
peace, to every man that worketh good; the 
other takes for granted that there will be trib- 
ulation and anguish upon every one who is not 
elected, whatever good he may do; but glory, 
honor, and peace to all the elect, whatever e- 
vil they may work. A doctrine so repugnant 
to the scriptures, ought to be rejected. 

3. Because the plan which Calvinists as- 
cribe to God, is contrary to what appears in 
his visible works.—The sun of the natural 
world shines for the good of all; his light and 
influence are universally diffused ; the vital air 
circulates every where, for the benefit of all 
that live; the God of nature and providence 
amply provides for the wants of all his creatures, 
and supplies them with the abundant means of 
enjoyment : but in the Calvinistick system, the 
sun of righteousness shines only to enlighten a 
little corner of the meral world, tho vital influ- 
ence of divine gracé, circulates partially, in a 


narrow region; and the God of the a of 


all flesh, provides only for the spiritual enjoy- 
ment of a sinall part of the souls he hath made. 
In the natural world, every thing exists for 
some useful purpose. Not a plant grows, not 
an animal lives merely for its own sake ;— 


| but minister to the general good. Man is not 

made to live to himself; his happiness is con- 
nected with that of his species ;_ be cannot pro- 
cure enjoyment, without ministering to the en- 
| joyment of others. In the system we oppose, 
these principles are reversed ; the elect are 
| chosen, not that they may_ be subservient to 
| the good of the moral world at large, but that 
| every thing may be subservient to them. This 
system, if true, would be an anomaly in crea- 
tion ; at variance with the economy of nature, 
and with the order which God hath establish- 
ed throughout the universe. 

4. Because the Election contended for by 
Calvinists, is inconsistent with what is admit- 
ted to be wise and just in elections among men. 
—If an earthly monarch elects certain per- 
sons, itis because there are offices or situations 
for them to fill for the publick good; and he 
would be. censured, if in "choosing them, he 
paid no regard to character, and the fitness of 
of the persons, for the stations he appointed 
them to fill. If in electing individuals to high 
honours and privileges, he paid no regard to 
} worth of character, but made an arbitrary 
| choice; regardless of the publick good, to 
show his despotick power; he would be 
thought neither awise nor a good sovereign.— 
All elections among men, whether by the peo- 
ple or their rulers, are, in the institution of 
them, supposed necessary for the publick good 
+ However much this principle may have been 
departed from in practice, neither the wisdom 
nor the justice of it will be questioned. Shall 
it be admitted that it is unwise and unjust for 
mortals, in choosing others, whether to places 
of power, trust, or emolument, or to the en- 
joyment, of honours and privileges, to proceed 
on the principle of mere favouritism; and shall 
the God of infinite wisdom and justice be char- 
ged with acting on that principle ; with electing 
individuals, without regard to their character 
and the promotion of the good of his universal 
family ? Yet this is what Calvinism ascribes 
to the sovereign of the universe. 

5. Because Calvinism cannot be reconciled 
with the acknowledged perfections of God.—It 
is universally acknowledged that God is infi- 
nitely wise, and just and good. Whocanrecon- 
cile with infinite wisdcm, the creation ofa con- 
siderable part of the human race for endless 
misery? If their Creator placed them under 
the dreadful decree of reprobation, or left 
them in such a state of helplessness and sin as 
rendered their eternal misery inevitable, how 
can the conclusion, that he made them for mis- 
ery, be avoided? Would it not have been 
more consistent with infinite wisdom never to 
have made them? How can it be shown to be 
consistent with the justice of God, to rebrobate 
those who had not personally sinned ? for him 
to decree their sins, and then punish them for 
acting according to his own decree? or leave 
them in a sinful state, from which they cannot 
escape, without that divine aid, which he de- 
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termines to withhold ; and then consign them 
to eternal torments for being in thatstare? How 
can an election which operates as a bill of ex- 
clusion against a large portion of mankind, and 


cuts them off from any share in the saving mer- : 


cy and grace of God, by confining salvation 

and eternal life to these who are arbitrarily 

chosen, be consistent with infinite goodness ? 

Doctrines so contrary to the perfect wisdom, 

justice, and goodness of God, must be false. 
(To be Continued.) 


TAT? LING. 

Of all the vices to which the human race is 
addicted, that of tatilingis the lowest. To 
magnify the foibles of our neighbours,or to make 
the pubiick believe them guilty of what they 
never did, is but the smallest of iis evils. To 
turn the opinion of the world against one, is a 
heavy evil enough, but when it entersa_ little 
community of friends—a circle of relatives—a 
family, and poisons the happiness of bosom 
companions, the load is greater than human 
nature can sustain, 

There are two classes of tattlers; the first 
are those who originate stories, either through 
malice, ora wish to tell something new: the 
second, those who publish them to the world, 
afier they originated. The first class some- 
times pretend to found their stories on tri- 
fling incidents of which they have an imperfect 
knowledge, and the last justify themselves by 
saying “they heard so.” Whether both of 
these classes are equally wicked-hearted, we 
will nut say; that the labours of both have the 
same effect, cannot be denied, viz: to traduce 
the character of their fellow-men.—How many 
individuals ure ruined, how many families are 
made miserable, by the propensity which a cer- 
tain class of people have, to pry into the pri- 
vate concerns of their neighbours—how many 
characters are buffetted and how many names 
slandered, because certain people have “ noth- 
ing else to talk about”—how many people are 
accused of crimes, because they might have 
committed them had they been vile enough, 
and how many more are censured because they 
have a family secret, past finding out. Wo- 
men too, as well as men, are guilty ofthis crime: 
even aged women, whose grey hairs should 
remind them that the time is near at hand 
when they must render up an account of their 
own sins, are conning over the faults of others, 
and giving them to the thousand tongues of 
rumour, 

Slanderers of this class are as cowardly as 
they are wicked : they let you know you have 
an enemy to contegd with, but never tell you 
where to find thatenemy. They salute you 
with a kiss, and while the breast is yet warm 
from the embrace, siab you under the fifth rib. 
An open enemy may have an honourable 
mind, but the assassin who acts under the garb 
of friendship, isa wretch whom it were base 
flattery to call a coward. 





If we cannot speak well of our neighbour, 
let us keep silent. If we know him to be in 
fault, let us cover him with that same mantle 
of charity which we may one day . want our- 
selves. —But, of all things, do not let us mur- 
der his character, by spreading stories the 
truth of which we do not ourselves believe. 
Common report is a common liar, and ,we 
have no right to make up judgement and con- 
demna man upon her testimony; and if we 
do it we threw our reputation upon the mercy 
| of the same tribunal, and peril our own good 
| name, for the boon of destroying our neigh 
| bour’s !~—Northern Star. 


From the Potsdam, (N. Y.) Day Star. 
EPITAPH ON CALVINISM. 
| Here rests the remains of the blood-nursed 
Bantling of Geneva; supposed to be the 
offspring of the mother of Harlots, 
and sired by the Beast.* 

Like the infant Hercules, he gave early sigas 
of mighty valour, by fecding the fjre with his 
enemies, and banishing those who opposed his 
march to 

Empire? 
In early life he was crowned at 
Dort, A. D. 1618 3% 
Lord Dictator and Emperoor 
Generalissimo 
of England, Holland, Scotland, Bremen, Hes- 
sa, Switzerland and the Palatinate.§ 

Yet under the pacifick reign of this mighty 
monarch, many ruthless tragedies were acted, 
|and many heart appaling scenes exhibited, 
which must have paralised the energies of a 
Sovereign of less philanthropick spirit than his 

Royal Highness. 
| Even his Belgian subjects, when unannoyed by 
enemies abroad,—armed their polemick legions 
to massacre cach other at home.|| 

In Leyden and London, 

disloyal subjects arose, who artfally seduced 
vast armies from their allegiance to their new 
sovereign : yet such was the potency of his 
mighty arm, and the unyielding power of his 
royal soul ; that with little more than a life 
guard, he soon decapitated the traitor Arch 
Bishop Laud, 

and the dastard 

Charles the 13th, 

dismissed his court 3 {] 
and having executed justice witha vengeance 
becoming exasperated royalty—assumed the 
throne 
and reigned 
prime Regicide of England. 

Still so unhappy was lus majesty, in the 
height of his glory, as to be perpetually engag- 
ed in all the horrours of fortuitous war. In 
vain he condescended to plead for submission ; 
in vain he exhibited his reeking sword! For 
many years like truth in her simplicity, he 
condescended to sway the sceptre ina state of 





nudity ; but at length found it expedient to go 
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artfully adorned ; and often too, he dressed in 
disguise, that his disproportioned form and 
fiend-like aspect might not prejudice behold- 
ers against the equity of his government. 

At length, after suffering great and irrepara- 
ble losses in various parts of his vasi domain ; 
and conceiving the nobe idea, that Europe was 
unworthy of his services ; and hoping to find 
more faithful subjects in the New World ; 
where he might erect a throne, and enjoy re- 
gal honours with undisturbed repose, with one 
Colossal stride, he leaped the—Atlantic, 

aud was hailed a welcome Creole, 
and crowned 
Prince Regent 
of 
America. 
But being some what emaciated by thirst, hav- 
ing been long accustomed to blood, he sucked 
the veins of a few of his stubborn enemies,*, 
for which John Bull roared such appaling ana- 
themas, threatening to goar his friends in 
England, & c. & c. that he abdicated his 
throne, and wandering forth in disguise, soon 
became blear eyed, by reason of much light— 
has stood crosslegged for more tha fifty years, 
and now lies— Couchant, shrouded in his mod- 
ern bannian—leaving a mongrel race 
of lugubri.us Friends, 

. 200 Yrs. 

The above Epitaph, it is believed exhibits 
the leading facts in the histery of Calvinism. 


It was written to be prefixed to a certain 
Calvinistick creed ; in which the doctrines of- 
JSensive to Scripture and common sense, were 
professedly couched in ambiguous_language, 
that would admit of bemg explained as occa- 
sion required. In this creed, Calvinism may 

roperly be said to lie couchant, for though it 
‘holds forth a free salyation; yet it breaths in 
scoverture the 
miasm of Geneva. 

‘This creed stands not alone—too often for 
unsuspecting credulity, is this heaven impeach- 
ing doctrine, dressed up in disguise. 

I would attack no honest man’s faith, but in 
the language of compassion and forbearance ; 
but every errour in-di-guise, I wouid gladly 
diaw from its coverture, and expose it in its 
uative deformity. VFRITAS. 

*Vide Rev. C. 18. 

+V. Mosh. Vol. 4. p. 419 & 20, also p. 473, ib. 

+V. Mosh, v. 5. p. 352, 435 with notes. 

§V. Rev. C.13. Where heads are representa- 
tives of kingdoms, The horns—Calvin, Gomer, Be- 
za, &c. 

|| Mosheim. 

§ Mosh. Vol: 5. p. 380, and 386. &c. &c. 

*, V. History of datom Witcheraft and persecution 
ef Quakers, who are birthright enemies to Calvin- 
ism. 





The following is a statement of matrimony 
in some 6f the principal towns of England in 
1816:— 

Wives eloped, 1132; husbands runaway 





2348 ; legally divorced, 4175 ; husbands and 
wives that exhibig to the world the most perfect 
bliss in public, calling each other, my beloved 
Sophia, my kind Charles, my charming Epitha, 
&c, but who pinch, and scrarc|) each other, all 
night, 5934; living in open hostility, 17,845 ; 
secretly discontented, 13,279; mutually indif- 
ferent, 55,540 ;—passing for happy, 27 ; hardly 
happy, 15; truly happy, 5 ; total, 160,000,— 
Late Paper. 

We hope for the honor of humanity, that the 
above account is exaggerated. 

In digging the cellar for the new Vestry of 
the old South Boston, on Saturday,a grave 
stone was found erect, at the distance of near- 
ly three feet below the surface of the earth, 
with this inscription, “* Mrs. Elizabeth Shore, 
wife of Mr. George Shore,died September 14, 
1730, aged 48.” 

















Yortick Mepartnuie nt. 
per RELIGION. 


Soft flow the verse to sweet religion, 

And the bright path which leads the mind to heaven, 

Let flowers of pristine beauty strew the way, 

And light refulgent, gild the Christian’s day, 

‘*My yoke is easy and my burden light,”’ 

Said he who came to set weak mortals right. 

The ways of wisdom lead the mind to peace, 

And pleasant is the road her footsteps trace. 

Hear then her counse!—shun her scoffer’s seat, 

Nor with polluted lips a brother greet. 

Use no vain arts—let truth and humble love, 

Guard all your words—vour every act approve 

Wipe from the widow’s eye the mantling tear, 

And with kind actions helpless orphans cheer. 

To all distress, extend the friendly hand, 

And scatter blessings round thy native land. 

When mortals suffer by acute disease 

Give Christian consolation.—Strive to ease 

Their troubled minds, by words of heavenly birth, 

And in soft accents, whisper “‘ peace on earth.’’ 

With Heaven’s own promises rejoice the heart, 

And to the foc perform a brother’s part. 

With mercy’s tones the sons of misery bless, 

And let compassian soften each distress, 

So shall thy days in constant joys be past, 

Shine ever bright—and be thy best thy last. _C. 
R, Inquirer. 
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